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Tamara	 23	 Coloured	 Muslim	 Studying	
Master	of	Arts		




Jewish	 BA	in	Fine	Art	 Intern	 No	 SA	 Born	 Southern	
Suburbs/Newlands	













No	 SA	 Born	 Cape	Flats/Delft	
Nunu	 26	 Coloured	 Christian	 Grade	12	 Metrorail	train	
hostess	
No		 SA	 Born	 Southern	
Suburbs/Wetton	
Butch	 27	 	Coloured	 Muslim/Christian	
upbringing	
Master	of	Arts		 Teacher	 No		 SA	 Born	 Southern	
Suburbs/Bergvliet	



















Abigail	 33	 Coloured	 Christian/Muslim	
upbringing	
Grade	12	 Administrator	 No		 SA	 Born		 Southern	Suburbs/	
Kenilworth	























Name	 Age	 Race	 Religion	 Education	 Employment	 Mother	
hood		
Nationality	 Years	in	CT	 Residence	





























Thabi	 41	 Black		 Christian/	
traditional		































































































Name	 Age	 Where	do	you	live?	 Who	do	you	live	with?		 What	do	you	do?	
Ondz	 18	 Nyanga	 With	mother	and	
brother	
Unemployed		
Ntombi	 20	 Philipi	 With	mother	 Unemployed	
Siphokazi	 21	 Gugulethu	 With	family	 Unemployed		
Vuvu	 21	 Nyanga	 With	mother	and	aunt	 Student	
Zimkitha	 22	 Nyanga	 With	grandmother	 Unemployed		
James	 26	 Khayelitsha	 With	friends	 Unemployed	
Zamo		 27	 Lower	Crossroads		 With	family		 Hairdresser		
Sisi	 28	 Gugulethu	 With	family		 Student	
Zim	 32	 Gugulethu	 With	parents	 Mechanic		









Name	 Age	 Where	do	you	live?	 Who	do	you	live	with?		 What	do	you	do?	
Songo	 22	 Khayelitsha	 With	cousins	 Work	and	study	
Lady	Z.	 23	 Gugulethu		 Alone	 Student	
Dick	 24	 New	Cross	Roads	 With	Girlfriend	 Photographer		
Mampie	 26	 Gugulethu	 Mother	 Technical	and	functional	
performance	coach	
Rhee	 29	 Khayelitsha		 With	family		 Work		
Letsa	 32	 Philipi	 Parents	 Work	at	a	call	centre		

































Participants’	signature:			 	 ______________________________	 	
Date:		 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________		
Name	chosen	by	participant:	 	 	 ______________________________		 	


















































































Name:		 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________	
Participants’	signature:			 	 ______________________________	 	
Date:		 	 	 	 	 	 ______________________________		
Name	chosen	by	participant:	 	 	 ______________________________		 	
Participant	number:		 	 	 	 ___________________________		
INDIVIDUAL	INTERVIEW	ONE:	SUBJECTIVE	CITYSCAPES	
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1. Introduction	to	the	interview	and	consent	form	
Thanks	so	much	for	agreeing	to	participate	in	my	research.	This	research	fulfils	the	
requirements	of	getting	a	PhD	degree.	I	am	registered	at	the	Department	of	Sociology	at	the	
University	of	Cape	Town.		
My	principal	research	question	is:	How	and	in	what	ways	do	lesbian	women	experience	
space,	place	and	belonging	in	Cape	Town?	
One	of	the	reasons	that	I	am	doing	this	research	is	that	very	little	research	exists	on	lesbian	
lives	in	Cape	Town	and	in	South	Africa	as	a	whole.	We	also	only	hear	particular	kinds	of	
stories	about	being	lesbian.	At	the	moment	we	are	hearing	a	lot	about	hate	crimes,	rape	and	
murder	in	the	newspapers.	We	need	to	find	out	more	about	this	and	to	speak	about	this.	
But	we	are	also	more	than	the	discrimination,	rape	and	murder.	We	live	full	lives,	we	build	
communities,	we	fall	in	love,	we	celebrate	and	we	resist.	So	I	would	like	to	explore	and	write	
about	lesbian	everyday	life	as	we	live	it	in	all	its	complexities	through	the	different	spaces	
and	places	in	Cape	Town.		
I	am	exploring	the	different	meanings	and	experiences	of	being	lesbian	(in	Cape	Town),	the	
different	spaces	that	we	create	as	lesbians,	as	well	as	how	we	experience	the	spaces	and	
places	that	we	go	to	as	part	of	our	daily	lives,	and	the	issues	that	affect	us	in	these	different	
spaces	and	places.	I	will	also	be	exploring	our	identities	and	our	sexual	and	emotional	
relationships,	together	with	the	different	meanings	of	belonging	in	our	communities	and	in	
Cape	Town/South	Africa.		
These	discussions	will	take	place	over	two	interviews.		
The	interview	process	will	be	confidential	and	I	will	protect	your	anonymonity.	I	would	like	
to	emphasise	that	you	can	choose	to	terminate	the	interviews	at	any	time,	or	refuse	to	
answer	particular	questions.	I	will	do	everything	I	can	to	protect	you	and	to	do	no	harm.		
I	would	like	to	check	if	it’s	ok	if	I	record	the	interview,	which	will	then	be	transcribed	and	
used	as	data	for	my	research.	I	want	to	capture	everything	you	have	to	say.	I	don't	identify	
anyone	by	name	in	my	research.	You	will	remain	anonymous.	My	supervisors	and	I	will	be	
the	only	people	who	will	have	access	to	the	transcripts.		
The	research	will	be	written	up	as	a	thesis,	and	possibility	articles,	conference	presentations,	
and	a	book.		
If	you	have	any	questions	please	do	not	hesitate	to	ask.		Provide	them	with	a	consent	form	
to	sign.		
	
2. Demographic	information		
I	would	like	to	get	some	basic	information	about	you	and	your	life.	Take	them	through	the	
demographic	form	and	ask	them	to	fill	it	in.		
3. Drawing	the	subjective	cityscape	(15	min)	
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I	would	like	you	to	think	of	your	daily	life	during	a	typical	week/month/over	the	past	six	
months	(what	should	the	time	period	be?).	I	am	asking	you	to	draw	me	a	map	that	
represents	your	particular	experience	of	Cape	Town.		
Please	could	you	draw	your	map	of	Cape	Town	showing	your	daily	life	and	movement	
through	Cape	Town.	You	can	think	of	the	following	issues:	
- 	Where	do	you	stay?		
- Where	do	you	work?	If	you	are	unemployed,	where	do	you	go	to	get	money?	How	do	
you	support	yourself	economically?	If	you	are	a	student,	where	do	you	study?		
- Where	do	you	to	go	have	fun,	to	socialise,	to	relax,	how	do	you	spend	your	leisure	time?		
- Where	do	you	go	to	express	your	religious	or	spiritual	beliefs	(if	applicable)?		
- If	you	have	been	sick,	where	do	you	go	to	get	help?		
- If	you	have	been	part	of	community	based	activism,	what	do	you	do	and	where	do	you	
do	it?		
[Provide	participants	with	A3	sheet	with	different	coloured	pens	and	pencils].	
4. Interview	guide	
a) General	overview:	Tell	me	about	your	map.		
b) Questioning	into	specific	parts	of	the	map	(if	not	already	covered	in	the	overview,	or	to	
go	deeper)		
Home/Neighbourhood/Community	
1. So	you	said	you	live	in	XX	neighbourhood	–	tell	me	about	where	you	live?		
o How	long	you	lived	there?	
o Why	do	you	live	there?	
o Who	do	you	live	with	–	your	relatives/friends/partner/lover/tenant/alone?	
o What	are	the	relationships	like	in	the	house?	
o What	are	the	relationships	like	with	the	neighbours,	the	community?		
2. 	How	do	you	feel	about	living	there?		
o Tell	me	about	a	good	and	a	bad	experience	while	you	were	living	there	(optional	
–	if	it	has	not	come	up)		
o Do	you	feel	part	of	the	house/community	as	a	legitimate	member,	as	if	you	
belong	to	it?		
o Have	you	ever	felt	excluded	or	discriminated	against	in	your	house,	in	the	
neighbourhood/community?	
	
Work/study?	
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1. Tell	me	about	where	you	work/study?	(If	not	working	in	a	formal	job	-	how	do	you	
survive	economically?)	What	do	you	do	there?		
o How	long	you	worked	there,	where	before?	
o Why	do	you	work	there?	
o What	is	your	relationship	like	with	your	co-workers/colleagues	and	your	boss?			
2. How	do	you	feel	about	working	there?		
o Tell	me	about	a	good	and	a	bad	experience	while	you	were	working	there	
(optional	–	if	it	has	not	come	up)		
o Do	you	feel	part	of	the	work	place,	as	a	legitimate	member,	as	if	you	belong	to	
it?		
o Have	you	ever	felt	excluded	or	discriminated	against	in	your	house,	in	the	
neighbourhood/community?	
Spaces	of	leisure/recreation	
1. What	do	you	do	with	your	free	time?	0R	what	do	you	do	for	fun/in	your	free	time/to	
relax?	
o Where	are	the	different	places	that	you	go	to	socialise?		
o Who	are	you	with?		
o What	happens	there?		
o When	do	you	go?	
2. Why	do	you	do	these	things/activities?		
3. How	did	you	find	these	places?	
o Tell	me	about	a	particular	good	and	bad	time/experience	that	you	remember	while	
socialising	in	these	places.		
o Do	you	feel	part	of	these	social	places,	as	a	legitimate	consumer;	as	if	you	belong	
here,	have	a	right	to	be	there?		
o Have	you	ever	felt	unsafe,	excluded	or	discriminated	against	in	any	of	these	spaces?	
4. (Optional:	if	it	hasn’t	come	up	already)	Tell	me	about	the	LGBTI	spaces	in	Cape	Town.	Do	
you	go	to	any	LGBTI	events	or	spaces?	What	are	they?	Where	do	they	happen?	What	
happens	there?	What	do	you	think	of	them?	
Experiences	of	religious	community	
1. If	you	are	religious	–	do	you	go	to	church/mosque/religious	gatherings?	Where?	Who	do	
you	go	with?	why	do	you	go	there?	
2. How	has	it	been	for	you?		
o Tell	me	about	a	good	and	a	bad	experience	while	participating	in	religious	
gatherings/communities.		
o Do	you	feel	part	of	the	religious	community,	like	a	legitimate	member,	as	if	you	
belong	to	it?		
o Have	you	ever	felt	excluded	or	discriminated	against	in	your	religious	
community?	
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3. Has	your	religious	beliefs	affected	your	sexuality	in	any	way?	Explain...	eg	helped	you	to	
understand	your	sexuality,	been	a	support	in	your	sexuality,	been	an	obstacle	for	you	to	
experience	your	sexuality	
Access	to	health/justice	
1. If	you	have	ever	been	sick	and	needed	to	go	to	a	healer,	doctor,	clinic,	hospital	–	where	
did	you	go.	Why	did	you	go	there?	What	were	those	experiences	like	for	you?	Do	you	
feel	like	you	have	a	right	to	access	these	services	as	a	legitimate	consumer?	Have	you	
ever	felt	discriminated	against	or	excluded	in	these	spaces?	
2. Have	you	ever	had	to	go	to	the	police	station,	courts?	Why,	when,	what	happened?	How	
was	that	experience	for	you?		
Experiences	of	community	activism	
1. Have	you	ever	been	part	of	community	based	activism?	Why?	What	kind	of	
organisations	or	initiatives	have	you	been	a	part	of?	Who	was	part	of	it?	What	kind	of	
actions	did	you	engage	in?	Where	did	these	take	place?	How	do	you	feel	about	it?	
(provide	an	example	of	good	and	bad	experience)		
Mobility	
1. How	do	you	get	around	the	city?	Do	you	use	public	or	private	transport?	Both?		
2. 	How	do	you	move	around	at	different	times	of	the	day/night/public	holiday?	
3. What	has	it	been	like	to	use	public	transport	–	taxi,	train,	bus	for	you	in	terms	of	costs,	
safety,	(feeling	like	a	legitimate	consumer/discriminated	against	or	unable	to	pay)		
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INTERVIEW	TWO	GUIDE	SEX	AND	SEXUALITY	
	
SEXUAL	RELATIONSHIPS	
Could	you	tell	me	the	story	of	the	sexual	relationships	you	have	had?	Can	you	speak	in	as	
much	detail	as	possible,	telling	me	about	your	experiences,	important	events,	feelings?	To	
help	you	it	might	be	easier	to	construct	a	time	line	showing	where	you	were	living,	what	you	
were	doing	(job),	and	who	you	were	involved	with	at	different	moments	of	your	life,	noting	
important	landmarks	in	your	relationships.		
SEX	AND	SEXUALITY		
• Can	you	identify	key	events	and	people	that	might	have	influenced	the	development	of	
your	beliefs	and	knowledge	about	sexuality?	Where	did	you	receive	information	about	
sex	generally?	About	lesbian	sex?	
• How	would	you	describe	yourself	as	a	sexual	personality?	Can	you	explain	why?	
• How	do	you	feel	about	your	body	in	relation	to	your	sexuality?	
• What	is	sexual	pleasure	to	you?		
- What	are	the	differences	between	hook	up/casual	sex/one	night	stands,	long	term	
relationship	sex,	married	sex?	
- Does	sex	=	love?	Reasons	for	sex?	
- What	do	you	think	of	group	sex?	Sex	toys?	Masturbation?	
- Are	there	differences	between	sexual	enjoyment	between	sex	with	a	man	or	a	
woman?	
• Can	you	share	one	moment	of	sexual	pleasure	or	intimacy.	
• What	sometimes	gets	in	the	way	of	you	having	sexual	pleasure?	Obstacles	to	sexual	
pleasure?	
• Have	you	ever	visited	a	sex	worker?	Would	you?	What	do	you	think	about	paying	for	
sex?	Have	you	ever	been	paid	for	sex?		
• Have	you	ever	had	sex	when	you	did	not	want	to?	What	happened?		
• Do	you	think	you	have	ever	had	sex	with	somebody	who	didn’t	want	to	have	sex	with	
you?	What	happened?	
• Any	other	information	to	add?	
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APPENDIX	FIVE:	EXAMPLES	OF	PARTICIPANTS’	CITYSCAPES	
Mandy’s	Subjective	Cityscape
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Sandiswa’s	subjective	cityscape	
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Tamara’s	subjective	cityscape	
